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        Dancers’ Career Development Bursary Recipient Profile   

Name: Raquel Meseguer
DCD Bursary received: Maude Lloyd & Rudolf Nureyev Bursary recipient 2010 
Previous occupation: Raquel is a Contemporary dancer who has worked with PunchDrunk, Stan Won't Dance [Liam Steel], Maresa Von Stockert's Tilted Co and is co-director and performer of a Dance Theatre company called Lost Dog. She has also taught and worked as an unaccredited Movement Director on several projects with The National Youth Theatre.
Retraining: Raquel will begin studying for her MA in Movement Studies at the Central School for Speech & Drama, which trains movement directors for theatre and television. 
‘A Bursary from the DCD makes retraining a reality rather than something which ‘may happen if I can save enough money’. I am thrilled to know I will be able to sink my teeth into a new challenge come September 2011.’ Raquel Meseguer
How did you find out about the DCD Bursaries and why did you apply? 

I found out about the DCD from a friend and fellow dancer Kath Douggan told me about DCD back in 2008. I finally made contact with Linda in December 2009 asking for advice and support in order to access a consultant used to dealing specifically with dancers rather than my NHS appointed consultant. 
What has been the best thing to come out of the Bursary so far?

The possibilities my MA will open to work in theatre and television. 
‘I felt I was dealt with as an individual and every effort made to help me access the specific support I needed. ‘Raquel Meseguer
What is your advice for people applying for the 2011 Special Bursaries?
It can feel like a lonely road, but there is support out there. And whilst I believe it important to take the time to consider what you want to do next, there is also something to be said for throwing yourself into a new challenge. I was pleased to meet other DCD awardees and realize a number of us were initially unsure about our retraining plans but beginning the process was a significant and positive step and the application process was straightforward and accessible and the DCD were very helpful answering my queries. 
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What’s next?
I am excited about applying my skills and experience to a different branch of the creative industries, and hope to experience the same wonderful high’s and low’s as a movement director for theatre, as I have as a dancer.
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